May 19, 2006

Dear KTAL News 6

You reported that you read the research prior to your report  ... “After looking at the research “…  So did I. Apparently you overlooked (or omitted) the fact that the study that you referenced was actually based on a sample of 3 tanners and 3 non tanners. It is generally accepted that in order for a study to be scientifically significant, at least 1000 participants should be used. Certainly indoor tanners feel good after a warm soothing session, administered by skin type and also seem to carry a higher sense of self esteem. We’ve known that since the advent of indoor tanning in the early 80’s.

Melanoma is a very serious disease and can be fatal.  However, a very significant link to melanoma is heredity. If a person is predisposed to skin cancer through a hereditary link, they should avoid any source of UV.

Lastly, if you are going to feature spray or sunless tanning products on your next segment… “And if you still want that “summer glow” without the harmful effects of the sun, watch “NewsChannel 6 Today” on Friday morning. I’ll tell you about the latest ways to get a tan without the sun or tanning beds”…  please review the following information from the FDA. 
From the FDA’s Consumer Magazine):

…” DHA has been approved by the FDA for use as a tanner since 1977, and has

typically been used in OTC lotions and creams. Its use is restricted to

external application, which means that it shouldn't be sprayed in or on the

mouth, eyes, or nose, says Linda Katz, M.D., director of the FDA's Office of

Cosmetics and Colors in the Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition.

"DHA should not be inhaled, ingested, or used in such a way that the eyes

and eye area are exposed to it because the risks, if any, are unknown," Katz

says. For consumers who choose to get DHA spray in tanning booths, the FDA

recommends protective measures for the eyes, nose, and mucous membranes

For more information on indoor tanning, please visit www.suntanningedu.com
Regards,

Joe Schuster

Media Liaison

