Dear Ms. Summers:

I just finished reading "No tan is a safe tan" from the Chronicle Herald
website
http://thechronicleherald.ca/Opinion/508390.html
In the article you stated.”Tanning beds emit ultraviolet (UV) levels five
times the strength of the midday sun". 

As the intensity of the sun is controlled by such variables as time of day,
time of year, proximity to the equator, cloud cover, pollution, and
reflective surfaces such as sand, snow and water, can you please provide the
parameters used to base your statement? 

As tanning beds come in many different styles and UV outputs, what specific
bed and lamp were used to make this claim? 

I commend the Canadian Cancer Society and the effort to spread awareness on
the hazards of overexposure to UV. Indoor tanning allows for those that
weigh the risk/benefit of UV exposure ( and choose to tan) to obtain
controlled and moderate sessions based upon skin type while reducing the
risk of sunburn. While many countries (US Food and Drug Administration)
forbid claims regarding the relative safety of indoor tanning, indoor
tanning provides controlled UV doses vs the uncontrolled aspects of exposure
to natural sunlight.

I thank you in advance of your response.

For more information regarding indoor tanning, visit www.suntanningedu.com

Regards,

Joe Schuster
Media Liaison
Suntanning Association for Education
