May 31, 2006

Dear Ms. Batulis;

I would like to offer a few comments on your article http://www.weny.com/News-Local.asp?ARTICLE3864=3879970 on indoor tanning and point out the following:

…”While the daily amount of Vitamin D is still in question, the so-called "Tan Act" moving through Congress is targeting the known dangers of the tanning industry.

"If you look on this pack of cigarettes, it just says here, 'Surgeon General's Warning: smoking causes lung cancer," demonstrated Representative Carolyn Maloney

(D-NY) during a press conference earlier this month.  "We need the same type of direct warning.  These sun lamp machines, these tanning beds, they cause cancer”.

The indoor tanning industry has been regulated by the Food and Drug Administration's 21CFR1040.20 since 1980. The following warning label is already in place and must be on every tanning bed and booth used in commerce in the US:

DANGER-----ULTRAVIOLET RADIATION.  

USE ONLY IN FIXTURE EQUIPPED WITH A TIMER. 

Avoid overexposure. As with natural sunlight, overexposure can cause eye and skin injury and allergic reactions.  Repeated exposure may cause premature aging of the skin and cancer. WEAR PROTECTION EYEWEAR; FAILURE TO MAY RESULT IN SEVERE BURNS OR LONG-TERM INJURY TO THE EYES.  Medications or cosmetics may increase your sensitivity to the ultraviolet radiation.  Consult physician before using sunlamp if you are using medications or have a history of skin problems or believe yourself especially sensitive to sunlight.  If you do not tan in the sun, you are unlikely to tan from the use of this product.

Also, please note that by performing the “self examination” for skin cancer as you indicated in your article (as listed below) that areas such as elbows, underarms, underneath breasts, buttocks, soles, heels and nails of the feet are largely not exposed to UV and suggest the much higher correlation of heredity to melanoma.

	Examine head and face, using one or both mirrors. Use blow-dryer to inspect scalp. 

	Check hands, including nails. In full-length mirror, examine elbows, arms, underarms. 

	Focus on neck, chest, torso. Women: Check under breasts. 

	With back to the mirror, use hand mirror to inspect back of neck, shoulders, upper arms, back, buttocks, legs. 

	Sitting down, check legs and feet, including soles, heels, and nails. Use hand mirror to examine genitals. 


For more information on indoor tanning, visit www.suntanningedu.com
Regards,

Joe Schuster 

Media Liaison
